CHAPTER VII

THE EMPIRE'S EARLY PROMISE
(1853-1856)

National prosperity - rebirth of Paris - life at the Court - entente
with England - the Crimean War - Napoleon III and Queen
Victoria - attempts on his life - the Paris Exhibition - Con-
gress of Paris - birth of the Prince Imperial - Comtesse de
Castiglione.

" Louis NAPOLEON/' says Erskine May, " was a
man of parts ; it is no disparagement to say that
he did not attain to the intellectual stature of his
great predecessor. It seemed for a time as if he
would prove himself a very great man, even as
adjudged by high standards."

In his speech from the throne on the I4th of
February, 1853, Napoleon III epitomised in one
sentence his theory of government: " To those
who may regret that greater liberty has not been
vouchsafed, I will reply that liberty has never
helped to found a durable political edifice; it
crowns it after it has been consolidated by time."
That was the task which the newly crowned
Emperor set himself- to establish law, order, and
prosperity by means of a rigid but benevolent
despotism, and then, with security thus assured,
to release to the people the political and social
liberties which, according to his own beliefs,
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